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Early Church History in
Lancashire. England

Heber C. Kimball

On 4 June 1837 the Prophet Joseph Smith approached
Heber € Kimball who was seated in the Kirtland Temple
and whispered to him ‘Bmzher Heber, the Spint of the Land
has whipered fo me: Let my servant Heber go to England and
proclasm My Gaspel and apen the door of salvation to that nation”.
Brother Kimball was stunned and overwhelmed ar the
cal. The young Church was in cnsis because of a
worldwide financial panic and the resultant discord
among the highest councils of the Church. Heber was
not an educated man and felt inadequate to preach to
those ‘famed  throvghout Chrdstendom  for learning,
knowledge and piety . . . to a people whose intelligence is
proverbial”  He would also leave his young family
virtwally destitute.  However, after several weeks of
intense study and prayer in the temple, he was eager 1o
begin this historic mission.

On 29" June Apostles Heber € Kimball and Orson
Hyde, Elder Willird Richards and Priests  Joseph
Fielding, Isanc Russell, John Goodson and John Snider
boarded the ‘Gamick” which set sail on 1" July and
arrived ar Liverpool on the River Mersey on the 194,
Brother Kimball was so excited that, when being rowed
to shote on the 20th, he leapt the final 6 feer onto the
dockside.

‘Garnek’

After spending the night in Liverpool, he and his
companions travelled by coach ro Preston, where
Reverend James Ficlding, brother 1o Joseph, had a
chapel and congregaton, They preached in his Vauxhall
Road Chapel on July 23, and also in the Marker Square
near the Obelisk, where a local elecnon banner
proclaimed, “Truth Will Prevail.” This became the motto
for their mission. Preston’s current Market Square has
changed since 1837, but those early missionaries would
readily recognise the sandstone obelisk which still stands
there. Following the baptismal service on 30% July the
missionaries preached in the marker square to a lage
crowd of people. They were opposed by a local minister,
which simply caused the people to listen all the more to
the message. Occasionally during the ensuing months,
the elders would preach in the square, but more often
would use their lodgings or a hired hall.

Preston Marketplace und Obelisk

Avenham Park and River Ribble

Few of the clergy in Preston baptsed by immersion in
1837, and of those who did, none would allow the
missionaries to use their font.  Accordingly, Elder
Kimball planned t© conduct the baptisms on the
moming of Sunday, 30* July, in the River Ribble where
it flowed through the south part of Preston. The novelty
of this open-air bapusm o be performed by Amencan
mussionaries drew a crowd of seven to nine thousand
from those enjoving the relaxation of Avenham Park.
All nine of those baptised that Sunday moming were
members of Reverend James Fielding’s Vauxhall Chapel
congregation:  George D Wart, Charles Miller, Thomas
and Ann Elizabeth Walmsley, George Wate, Miles
Hodgson, Henry Bilsbury, Mary Ann Brown and Ann
Dawson. Elder Kimball recorded that Tuv of the male
candidates, when they bad changed their clothes at o distance of
several ruds from the place where 1 was standing in the water, were
s0 anxcions to obey the Gospel that they ran with all their might to
the water, each wishing to be baptised first. The younger, being
quicker of fool than the elder, autran bim, and came first to the
water.' That first British member, George D Watt,
became secretary to President Brigham Young and
recorded much of the Journal of Discourses.



The traditional site where the baptisms are thoughr 10
have taken place is on the south side of the nver,
immediately upstream from the Old Tram Bndge. The
onginal old wooden tram bndge was torn down in the
1960s, with the new concrete bndge constructed in
exactly the same siyle.

There are two plaques sited in the Japanese Garden on
the west end of Avenham, Park commemorating
Preston’s assocuation with the growth of the Church in
the British Isles. The larger monument was dedicated by
President Gardon B, Hinckley in 1987, noting 150 years
of the Church in the
British Isles.  The
other, smaller plaque
stands beside an oak
tree, planted as a
sapling in 1987 by the
vouth of the Leeds
Sutke, in gratitude 10
all missionaries to the
British Isles, pasy,

pt“cn'. and fumm. President and Sister Hinckicy at

Aventunn Park Plagues

Preston is the cradle of the Church in the British Isles.
The first branch of the Church was organised on 6%
August 1837, and the first Mission Conference was held
in the Temperance Hall (“The Cockpit’) on 25%
December 1837, Preston city served as headquarters for
the Church from 1837 to 1840, and the first British
saints to emigrate to America in 1840 came mainly from
this area,

S0

On arnval to Preston,
Joseph  Fielding left
the group 1o find his
brother,  Reverend
James Fielding, whilst
John Goodson found
lodgings for the other
six in the upper wo
floors of a boarding
house located on the south-west comer of the junction
of St Wilfrid Street and Fox Street.  Elders Kimball and
Hyde ook » room on the top floor and the other four
missionarics occupied the floor below them. On the

—moming of 30% July 1837; the day ser for the first

baptisms to tike place. Early thar morming Elder Russell
was troubled by evil spirits, and asked Elder Kimball to
cast them out. As Elder Kimball prepared to give Elder
Russell a blessing i the op floor room, he was also
artacked and fell unconscious to the floor.  His
descripnon of the events that followed revealed much
concerning the unseen world, and remains one of the
most significant encounters between the priesthood of

God and the evil spirits of the adversary:-
“The gire theng I reewdlected s Ivimg supportod by Ebders Flydle amd Richards,
st pere pesing for wor; Edder Richards having folbwed Rasell p v my
rons,  Foidory Hipde and Richants thew assistod e tv oot o0 tive bed, but oy
apiey s preat | oouled wet ewdurs {4, and | arose, bvwed mey dnees and
prayed. | Sew avure and 24t wpon e bed, wiew w sxnion wus spewcd Jo swr
seindt. snd wu cowld dittinetly see the el spinity, whe faamed and guarbed their
3

teeths wt x. Wi gazed apow then: whant un bosr and w Dalf (by W ithord'y
wath) W werr oor booding tuureds Hhe adnadua, but mosrds the sall S pvice
sppeared Igfore wt and we saw the deavls coming i boghoms, uyth their keaders,
b conwe withine o Jow: foet of pa.

They came rcching towsnly s Bbe arvies ruthing 0 batth They anpesred b
b mvew wf gl satmry, paczessing every forme unid foature of wen in the fkrh, wiw
vere gy wed desperate: and 1 ohal] wrer foger the visdictne sl
depuited aw thoer qownvonawcrs ar they boked wa in the nye. Any atioody by
Autnt the scone which thén prescused Josel, wr pertray their madir and pemity,
anadil dw vim, Wy disetmctly bearsd thove spirits tath awid expresy theiv smath
ammd hellich desgns agatnst w1, Howerer, the Land defivered ur from thom, awd
dearrd wr oxcredingly thae day, ™

Elder Kimball recovered from the armack rhar morning
and proceeded 0 conduct the baprsmal service as
planned, but he worried thar he had somehow brought
the artack upon them through unworthiness on his part.
It was nor unul he returned to the United States and
reviewed the event with the Prophet Joseph Smith that
he learned the real reason for the artack. In respanse 1o
the question about his personal worthiness, the Prophet
replied:-

“Na, Brucber Hebor, a2 that i you were wigh wute the Lord: thers war only

o il betweess poe anad Hivw, bt you el ot soe Hine. When | hoird of #,

82 gave mee great poy, for | Anew: tie woek of Cood ad tuken root iv that hondd

1t mar this that sansed the devil tu rmake 4 vl 0 238 yow, The woarer o

peevon geprwter to the Land, & greatre puwer usll be wanifested by the
adversary % prerens the aconmplishmrns of bir prerpores ™

15 Wadham Road, Preston

This is the site of President Gordon B
Hinckley's  fist  missionary  lodgings.
Despite his age of 23 years and his
university degree, because of his shyness
Elder Hinckley thought of himself as
‘backward”.  Elder Hinckley's first mission
assignment, within 48 hours of amving
England (part of the European  Mission
under President John A Widtsoe), was o
journey alone to Preston, where he arrived on 29% June 1933,
On his very first day in Preston he was ealled upon to preach
and sing m the Market Place; he was terrified  In addition,
because of allergies, he was sick and miserable, suffering with
hay fever from the very momenr he stepped off the train in
Preston, Ynto the luib billddes and mesdows of Lancashire.' Elder
Hinckley found that people in Preston were desperately poor
and scemed o have linle interest in religion, He became
despondent. Day followed day in that state and, “Afier & Aad
taken as minch as be felt be could, Elder Hinckley wrote his father that be
wasn'¥ getting anywhere with wictionary work, and that be couldn’t see
tre point in wusting bie e and bis Sather's money.” (Gardon B

inck i ith. Shen L Dew. pi64) Thatawss when
his father wrote the short letter that President Hinekley has
often shared with others: D Gondos, 1 daw yvur s beer | onty hase
e augrestion:  foeget youreelf and go b wurd.

President Hinckley went to hus room with letter in hand, got
on his knees, and poured his heart out to the Lord.  He

promised o ry w forger M:-- —_— —
himself, and lose himself in = =

the Lord's service.  7ae [wh
oy in 1933 watr wey diy of decition. A
wew Sph¢ came suro myy Afe amd a mew puy
infe sy bearr. Tiv fig of Englend
rvereed 1o &1 awd | saw the sunighv.
Exvnytivag good that bt Aapesed tn mee
oy Mhew | oam towe Ak o thar
deciion | wmade thes dey i Preswa.’
fitnd. |




—_Madster; Miistor ™ T hiirned

V. th d Downham

Downham is a beautiful village in the Ribble Valley at
the foor of Pendle Hill. It is picturesque and peaceful,
scemingly unchanged with time since the mid-nineteenth
century.  Other than the Post Office and the Assheton
Arms, there are no businesses permitted, nor are there
any ‘new’ buildings; modern utility lines are buried or
hidden; and the atmosphere 1s one of peace in a rural
setung. The local church, St. Leonard's, has existed for
over 700 vears, with the present wwer daung from the
1400s.

After their minal success in Preston, the first seven
missionaries separated to different fields of labour, and
Heber € Kimball and Joseph Fielding came up the
Ribble Valley, The overall landscape, appearance, and
feel of the valley remains much the same as it did in
1837,

The most spintual experiences of Elder Heber C.
Kimball's Ribble Valley ministry occurred in the two
small villages of Chatburn and Downham, lying just
south of the River Ribble on the northern side of Pendle
Hill. While teaching ar other locations in the Valley, he
had determined to visit them.  He gor an inreresting
response from some of the other missionanes:

Having  mentioned my determination of going to Chatburn 1o
several of mey brethren, they endeavoured to dissuade me from gong,
informing me that there conld be no prospect of suceess whatever, as
several miinisters of different denominations had endeavoured in
wain to raise churches in these places.  This did not disconrage me
in the Jeast; I went in the name of Jesus Christ. My testimony was
accomipanied by the Spirit of the Lord and was received with joy,
and these people who were represented as being s0 bard and
obdurate were melted down into tenderness and love, and the effect
seemed to be geweral, (HCK 1 Ot 1864)

The people of Chatburn welcomed Elder Kimball by
obtaining the use of the tithe-bam in the village and
providing a large barrel in the centre where he could
stand 1o preach. At the conclusion of his sermon he
announced thar he was ready o perform the ordinance
of bapusm for any who desired it. He later wrote:

Wohen Loonclhided, 1 felt someons pulling at wy coal, exvclaining,
rotind and asked what war wanted.
Mrs. Edigabeth Partington said, "Please sir, will you baptise me?'
And me?'  And mes' exclaimed more than a dogen woices.
Arcordingly I went down inta the water and baptised tHI‘Iig'-ﬁlf. 1
s engaged im the duty, and confirming them and conversing with
the people until after midnight.

Elder Kimball went the following day to Downham,
where he baptised another twenty-five to thirty. The
interest he generated in these two villages now began to
be general. He had to preach in the open air, and
parents began to instruct their children on the subjects
he had mught about. His companion, Elder [oseph

-~

Vake off my

Fielding, also testfied of the remarkable spiritual
outpouring that attended this visit

There is o wonderful work in Dowwbam and Chatburn. 1t
appears as though the whole of the inhabitants were turning to the
Lond from 10 to 90 years old. 1t is truly affecting to see them.
One day 1 baptised seventeen. They are full of lore for us and cach
other,

On a subsequent visit to the villages, Elder Kimball
reported:

Harang been observed drawing nigh 1o the town, the news ran from
bause to bouse, and immediately on onr armval, the noise of their
looms was hushed, the people flocked to the doors to welcome us,
and see us pass. The youth of the place ran to meet us, and ook
hold of their mantles and then of each others hands; several having
hold of hands went before us singing the songs of Zion, whike their
parent gazed upon the scene with delight, and posred ont their
biessings upon onr beads, and praised the God in bearen for
sending us to unfold the principles of truth, the plan of salvation to
them.

The marvellous response of Ribble Valley folk to the
message of the Restoration is manifest in the make-up of
the units attending conference on Christmas Day 1837,
Of the 23 mentioned by name in ‘A Cenrury of
Mormonism in Grear Brtain', seven were in the Ribble
Valley,

A number of families who joined the church in Chatburn
and Downham emigrated to the United States. Among
them were the Spencers, Thombers, Yates, and
Parkinsons. No members of the church are currently
known to live in Downham,

Before concluding his mission and returning to America,
Elder Kimball made a last visit 1o the villages of
Chatburn and Downham. He wrote:

On the muarning | left, neany were in tears, thinking they should
see my face no prore. When 1 left them, my feelings werv such as |
camnot describe. As 1 walked down the street | was followed by
numbers; the doors were crowded by the inmates of the houser to bid
me fareavll, who could only give vent to thesr grief in sobs and
ﬁmlm--nngzag"ﬁk contemplating this scene 1 wag congrained
b, for | feds as if the plase was boly growmd: The
Spinit of the Land mtrddmn upan me and | was constouned
1 was followed by
grvat number to Clitheroe, a considerable distance from the 1lkages,
who could then hardly separate from me. My beart war like unto
theirs, and 1 thought mry head was a_fountain of tears, for | wept

Jor several miles after 1 bid them adien. 1 had to leave the mad

three times to go alone to streams of walter to bathe my eyes.”

When, after retumning to America, Elder Kimball related
this incident to the Prophet Joseph, the Propher rold him



thar the reason he felt as he did n the smeers of
[Downham| was because the place was indeed ‘holy
ground’; that some of the ancient prophets had travelled
in that region and dedicated the land, und that he, Heber,
had resped the benefit of their blessing.

That blessing, as well as the one Elder Kimball left,
now rests upon YOU as servants of the Lord in this
significant and special land.

(From Togeh W Provagl Moas ot ol and The 156 of Holer O RKimbgll, Whitney)

Main Sereet through Downham Village

In a 2006 issue of Mormon Histonical Studies, Carol
Wilkinson announced thar “The location of a baptismal
site in the village of Chatbum, England, used by
Morman missionaries in the 18308 and 18408 has been
identificd” Many were converted to the restored gospel
in Chatburn as well us nearby Downham, Clitheroe and
other willages These converts numbered i the
hundreds.  Just where they were all bapuzed i1s not
recorded, but many were likely baptized at this beaunful
site in Chatburn.  Idenufied by Wilkinson, it is central to
a number of these villuges (See Mormon Historical Stndies,
7.1-2 [spring/ fall 2006, 83.)

Chatbum Haptismal Sive




